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Introduction

Corporal punishment is defined by Florida Statutes as the moderate use of physical force or physical contact by a
teacher or principal to maintain discipline or to enforce school rules. The school board shall have the authority to
prohibit the use of corporal punishment, provided that the school board adopts or has adopted a written program
of alternative control or discipline (s. 1006.07(1), Florida Statutes).

Over the past fifteen years, the use of corporal punishment by Florida school districts has drastically decreased
(see table below). For the 2006-07 school year, there were 5,245 incidents of corporal punishment, compared to
24,198 in 1991-92. This represents a cumulative decrease of over 78 percent.

In 2006-07, 29 school districts reported students receiving corporal punishment. In 1988-89, all 67 school districts
administered corporal punishment. (Note that these figures reflect how many times discipline was administered,
not the number of students receiving the discipline). In 1989-90, seven districts (Broward, Charlotte, Dade, Martin,
Monroe, Palm Beach, and Sarasota) reported no use of corporal punishment. This was the first year that any
district reported no use of corporal punishment at all. Since then, districts have steadily reported fewer incidences
of corporal punishment. The most significant decrease in the last 15 years occurred between 2004-05 and 2005-
06 with 29.9 percent fewer incidents of corporal punishment reported.

Percent Change from
School Year Incidents of Corporal Punishment Prior Year
1991-92 24,198 -4.28%
1992-93 20,315 -16.05%
1993-94 14,731 -27.49%
1994-95 13,900 -5.64%
1995-96 15,161 9.07%
1996-97 13,817 -8.86%
1997-98 12,813 -71.27%
1998-99 13,166 2.76%
1999-00 11,488 -12.74%
2000-01 11,597 0.95%
2001-02 10,685 -7.86%
2002-03 10,039 -6.05%
2003-04 9,472 -5.65%
2004-05 7,819 -17.45%
2005-06 5,485 -29.85%
2006-07 5,245 -4.38%
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Corporal Punishment Versus Suspensions

There appears to be a correlation between the decline of corporal punishment and a rise in the number of
suspensions for students in Florida’s public schools, as outlined in the following graph. Factors accounting for the
rise in suspensions may include the use of suspensions as an alternative form of discipline in place of corporal
punishment, as determined by policy decisions.
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Discipline by Race

Out-of-school suspensions occurred more often with black students than with other races. In-school suspensions
occurred with similar frequency among white and black students, and white students received the majority of
corporal punishments and expulsions.
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Out-of-School Suspension Expulsion
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Conclusion

With the decline in use of corporal punishment, Florida has seen increases in alternative forms of discipline, such
as in-school and out-of-school suspensions. (The number of expulsions has remained fairly constant.) Additional
data as reported offenses requiring disciplinary response may also be useful in assessing the effectiveness of
current approaches to discipline. Discipline data by district is provided on the next page.



District

ALACHUA
BAKER

BAY
BRADFORD
BREVARD
BROWARD
CALHOUN
CHARLOTTE
CITRUS
CLAY
COLLIER
COLUMBIA
DADE
DESOTO
DIXIE
DUVAL
ESCAMBIA
FLAGLER
FRANKLIN
GADSDEN
GILCHRIST
GLADES
GULF
HAMILTON
HARDEE
HENDRY
HERNANDO
HIGHLANDS
HILLSBOROUGH
HOLMES
INDIAN RIVER
JACKSON
JEFFERSON
LAFAYETTE
LAKE

LEE

NASSAU
OKALOOSA
OKEECHOBEE
ORANGE
OSCEOLA
PALM BEACH
PASCO
PINELLAS
POLK
PUTNAM

ST. JOHNS
ST. LUCIE
SANTA ROSA
SARASOTA
SEMINOLE
SUMTER
SUWANNEE
TAYLOR
UNION
VOLUSIA
WAKULLA
WALTON
WASHINGTON
DISTRICTS 1-67
DEAF/BLIND
DOZIER/OKEE
FAU LAB SCH
FSU LAB SCH
FAMU LAB SCH
UF LAB SCH
STATE TOTAL

Student Discipline Data, 2006-07

Suspensions

Out-of-School

897
350
2,702
378
8,511
14,251
80

In-School

95
186
2,553
977
3,456
24,197
164
1,778
1,518
5,802
6,087
1,750
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Membership

28,998

3,565
2,655,782
729

375

671

2,203
422

1,155
2,662,701



Corporal Punishment Incidents by District, 2006-07
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As a service to Florida school districts, each Florida Information Note (FIN) presents information on education topics of current interest. Each FIN is prepared by Education Information
and Accountability Services, 852 Turlington Bldg., 325 W. Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400. For further information, call (850) 245-0400 or SunCom 205-0400, or visit
our web address at http://www.fldoe.org/eias.
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